




















And which painters does he particularly admire? He
mentions the late medieval Netherlandish painter Jan
van Eyck, the early Renaissance Italian Piero della
Francesca, of course the master of light Jan Vermeer,
the neo-Impressionist pointillist Georges Seurat, the
Russian Expressionist and pioneer of geometric ab-
straction Wassily Kandinsky, and finally, Chuck Close,
a leading figure from the first generation of photo-
realists. Johnson adds astutely: “This short list may illus-
trate the importance of the relationship between art,
science, the material, and the spiritual in my painting.”

Ben Johnson achieved worldwide renown for his paint-
ings based on architectural spaces and, above all, for
his large-format, richly detailed cityscapes. His large-
scale, model-like works, devoid of people, include pano-
ramas of Hong Kong, Zurich, Jerusalem, Liverpool,
and most recently, his view of London, created in 2010
during a residency at the National Gallery in London.

The Liverpool cityscape, painted in acrylic on canvas
measuring two and a half by almost five meters and
depicting several hundred thousand buildings, was
a three-year project — 18 man-years — worked under
Ben Johnson's strict supervision from April 2005 to
the end of March 2008. The team included the mas-
ter himself, supported by three draftsmen, a sten-
cil cutter, a paint mixer and studio assistant, and 37

Ben Johnson: Mirador de Lindaraja, 2013,
220%220 cm (87%87 ins), acrylic on canvas
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Ben Johnson: Zurich Panorama, 2003,
200x400 cm (79x158 ins), acrylic on canvas

© Ben Johnson. All rights reserved DACS

other people, many of them volunteers. The complete
painting covers five square miles. Over 3,000 reference
photographs were taken, and a total of 22,950 sten-
cils were used. The painting was finally completed and
publicly displayed during a six-week residency at the
Walker Art Gallery.

Several worthwhile videos available on Vimeo and You-
Tube offer a good impression of this project and the
extraordinary personality of the distinguished British
artist Ben Johnson. The new, nearly half-hour docu-
mentary “"Architectural Painting” by the film studio
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DOGMAS8S, released on YouTube at the beginning of
2026, is particularly recommended.

Ben Johnson is an honorary Fellow of the Royal In-
stitute of British Architects for his contribution to the
public understanding of contemporary architecture
and was made an honorary fellow of Glyndwr Univer-
sity in Wales in 2015 for his services to art education.
In 2017, he became a Fellow of the Royal Cambrian
Academy in Wales. He has completed commissions
for the Royal Institute of British Architects, the British
Museum, and the National Museums Liverpool, as well
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as for IBM, HSBC, JP Morgan, British Steel, Hong Kong
Telecommunications, and many other companies. His
works are included in the permanent collections of
museums worldwide, including the Victoria & Albert
Museum in London, the Centre Georges Pompidou in
Paris, the Museum of Modern Art in New York, and the
Regional Services Museum in Hong Kong.

The author of this article had the opportunity to ad-
mire three of Ben Johnson's works in the spring of
2026 as part of the major exhibition "Rivaling Reali-
ty: 60 Years of Photorealism” at the Museum Frieder
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Burda in Baden-Baden (on view until August 2, 2026;
highly recommended). His marble floors, painted with
acrylic on canvas, for example (gleaming in perfect
light, arranged in symmetrical harmony), truly give the
viewer the impression of seeing hard, polished stones.
Magical? Stunning! o
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