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Thomas Ostenberg 

THOMAS R. OSTENBERG

PO Box 2026

Santa Fe, NM 87504

www.thomasostenberg.com
trostenberg@mac.com
(505) 670-1836
Thomas Ostenberg's sculptures reflect his personal search for an emotional and spiritual equilibrium. They have been described as joyful and magical- qualities that are highly unusual for contemporary art, and yet are so effective in his work. When viewing the feats of enormous physical control and the extraordinary mental focus that his sculptures depict, one can experience a triumph over contemporary malaises such as nihilism and despondency - and ultimately, to feel some sort of joy in the pursuit of knowledge and truth. In Ostenberg’s own words, his work "touches on the moment of stepping into the unknown and doing so willingly." 

BORN: Nebraska, USA. 

 EDUCATION 

 1997- MA Royal College of Art, London. Sculpture.

 1994- BFA Kansas City Art Institute. Sculpture & Painting.

 1992- New York Studio School, New York, NY.

 1975- MBA Stanford University, Stanford, California. Finance. 

 1971- BA Principia College, Elsah, Illinois. Languages 

 WORK EXPERIENCE 

 1986-1990- International Financial Consultant, New York, Brazil, Spain.

 1975-1986- Citibank, Vice President, Corporate Banking, Brazil, Spain. 

 SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

 2009- "Magister Ludi", Wanted Gallery, Notting Hill, London, UK.

 2009- "Dreaming of Olympia", Mint Leaf, London, UK

2008- La Galleria, promoted by Agallery, London, UK.

 2008- Glyndebourne Opera Festival, Lewes, Sussex, UK.

 2008- The Gallery @ 49, London, UK

2007- Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 2007- Muse Gallery, Jackson, WY.

2005- Donna Tribby Fine Art, West Palm Beach, FL.

 2005- Telluride Gallery of Fine Art, Telluride, CO.

 2005- Clarke Galleries, Stowe, VT.

 2005- A Gallery, Wimbledon, England

2004- Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 2004- Peyton Wright Gallery, Santa Fe, NM.

2003- Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 2003- Robert Sandelson, Cork St. presented by Theo Waddington, London

 2003- Waddington & Tribby Fine Arts, Boca Raton, FL.

2002- Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 2002- Peyton Wright Gallery, Santa Fe, NM, 

 2002- Waddington & Tribby Fine Arts, West Palm Beach, FL.

 2001- Waddington & Tribby Fine Arts, Boca Raton, FL.

 2001- Thomas Ingerick Gallery, Aspen, CO.

 2000- Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 1999- Peyton Wright Gallery, Santa Fe, NM.

GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

 2008 

 The Cass Sculpture Foundation, Goodwood, W. Sussex, UK.

 Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID

 Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 M. A. Doran Gallery, Tulsa OK.

 Melissa Morgan Fine Art, Palm Desert, CA

 Miriam Shiell Fine Art, Toronto

 Muse Gallery, Jackson, Wyoming

 Telluride Gallery of Fine Art, Telluride, CO.

 Turner Carroll Gallery, Santa Fe, NM.

 A Gallery, Wimbledon, London, UK

 Theo Waddington, The Irish Art Project, County Cork, Ireland

 Richard Hagen Ltd., Broadway, Worchestershire, UK

 Clarke Galleries, Stowe, VT.

 Ira Wolk Gallery, St. Helena, CA

 2007 

Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.

 Telluride Gallery of Fine Art, Telluride, CO.

 Donna Tribby Fine Art, West Palm Beach, FL.

 Turner Carroll Gallery, Santa Fe, NM.

 A Gallery, Wimbledon, London, UK

 Richard Hagen Ltd., Broadway, Worchestershire, UK

 Clarke Galleries, Stowe, VT.

 Ira Wolk Gallery, St. Helena, CA

 Muse Gallery, Jackson, WY.

 2006 

Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.

 Telluride Gallery of Fine Art, Telluride, CO.

 Donna Tribby Fine Art, West Palm Beach, FL.

 Theo Waddington Fine Art, Dublin,Ireland.

 Richard Hagen Ltd., Broadway, Worchestershire, UK

 Clarke Galleries, Stowe, VT.

 Muse Gallery, Jackson, WY.

 2005 

Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 Peyton Wright, Santa Fe, NM.

 Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.

 Telluride Gallery of Fine Art, Telluride, CO.

 Donna Tribby Fine Art, West Palm Beach, FL.

 Theo Waddington Fine Art, Dublin,Ireland.

 Richard Hagen Ltd., Broadway, Worchestershire, UK.

 2004 

 Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 Newby Hall Sculpture Park, North Yorkshire, UK.

 Peyton Wright, Santa Fe, NM.

 Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.

 Susan Street Gallery, Solana Beach, CA.

 Telluride Gallery of Fine Art, Telluride, CO.

 Donna Tribby Fine Art, West Palm Beach, FL.

 Theo Waddington Fine Art, Dublin,Ireland.

 Richard Hagen Ltd., Broadway, Worchestershire, UK.

 2003 

Buschlen Mowatt Gallery, Palm Desert, CA.

 Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 Newby Hall Sculpture Park, North Yorkshire, UK.

 Peyton Wright, Santa Fe, NM.

 Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.

 Susan Street Gallery, Solana Beach, CA.

 Telluride Gallery of Fine Art, Telluride, CO.

 Waddington & Tribby Fine Arts, Boca Raton, FL.

 Richard Hagen Ltd., Broadway, Worchestershire, UK.  2002 

 Buschlen Mowatt Gallery, Palm Desert, CA.

 Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA.

 Lisa Kurts Gallery, Memphis, TN.

 Peyton Wright, Santa Fe, NM.

 Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.

 Susan Street Gallery, Solana Beach, CA.

 Theo Waddington Fine Art, St. James's, London.

 Waddington & Tribby Fine Arts, Boca Raton, FL 

 Beaux Arts Gallery, Bath, UK.

 Richard Hagen Ltd., Broadway, Worchestershire, UK 

AWARDS/GRANTS 

 2008- Glyndebourne Opera Festival, Lewes, Sussex, U.K. Selected as the featured sculptor for the 2008 season.

 1998- Selected to represent the UK at Fabriqu'art , an artistic program supported by the European Union.

 1998- Selected to inaugurate ArtisTree Art Center, Hutchinson, Kansas.

 1997- Battersea Park Annual Sculpture Award, London.

 1997- Royal Society Of British Sculptors membership bursary.

 1997- Wybo Haas Award for Young British Sculptors, Finalist.

 1996- The Rayne Foundation Grant, London.

 1995- Henry Moore Foundation Grant, London.

 1995- Worshipful Brotherhood of Founder's Grant, London.

PRESS/REVIEWS 

 2008- “Finance king enters his bronze age”, in: Wharf Magazine (August) 

 2008- “From silver and gold to bronze age”, in: The Wharf News Paper (August) 

 2008- ‘Art lover Wilfred Cass commmissions sculptures for Olympics 2012’, in: The London times (September) 

 2008- “British Businessman Commissions Public Sculptures for London Olympics”, in: ARTINFO (September)

 2005- Special Issue on Sculpture in: Southwest Magazine (July) 

 2005- “Statements of pure fantasy”, in: Telluride(Colorado) Daily Planet (July 14)

 2005- “Thomas Ostenberg Show Open”, in: Telluride Watch (July 12)

 2003- “The Art of Gymnastics on Horseback”, in: Vaulting World (June) 

 2003- “Ex-banker invests in himself” in: The Commercial Appeal (Memphis, July 9) 

 2002- “Shifting Gears”, in: Stanford University GSB Magazine (February)

 2001- “Thomas Ostenberg”, in: Art&Antiques Magazine (December)

 2001- “Reviews: Memphis”, in: Sculpture Magazine (April) 

 2001- “Reviews: Thomas Ostenberg”, in: Number Magazine (Nº 39, first of 2001)

 2000- “National Reviews: Santa Fe”, in: ARTnews Magazine (February)

 1998- “Searching for art in the heart of America”, in: The Witchita Eagle (August 15) 

 1998- “London Sculptor becomes Hutchinson”, in: The Hutchinson News( August 6) 

 1997- “Not your common…”, in: The Evening Standard (London, May 28) 

STATEMENT 

“Striving for a sense of harmony, even in the most uncertain of circumstances, inspires me to make sculpture. I aim to stimulate emotions, feelings and the imagination. I want to create an atmosphere conducive to achieving a sense of well-being, happiness and joy. My work is figurative but it is meant to be metaphorical, not simply representational. In attempting to achieve a spiritual balance in my life and work, I look for alternatives to the self-absorption, materialism and cynicism that often seem prevalent in society. I try to focus on the metaphysical rather than the evidence of the physical world. 

 “My sculpture is somewhat autobiographical. I left a successful financial career to pursue the creation of art when I became disillusioned with the purposelessness of accumulation. I discovered that thought, when acted upon, is transformative and very powerful. In my search for equilibrium in precarious situations (be they emotional or economical), a moment of significant radical insight, brought about - not by a modification in material circumstances - but by a simple change in thought and the way those circumstances were perceived, revolutionized my life.

 “I feel it is essential to try to awaken a sense of joy in those who view my work by making what I hope are beautiful objects. In this way the work may contribute to improving someone's existence, even if only fleetingly.” 
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