Steve Smulka

Steve Smulka has gained international recognition for his novel approach toward contemporary realism. His signature motif, meticulous paintings of oversized bottles, jars, and decanters, are particularly stunning; and according to critic J. Bower Bell, “Each work is lovingly crafted; the treatment of glass profound, mature, the skill, awesome; but it is the light that matters, the light that is somehow transformed by facility of hand and felicity of brush into a compelling icon.  This mysterious alchemy of craft, vision and cunning turns paint into light and light into magic.”

ARTIST’S STATEMENT

“One thing that had always interested me most about painting realistically was the light. I painted a variety of figurative work and still-life work, and the glass really worked the best to show off the effects of light. It really makes them glow. 

 "I wouldn't necessary call them photo-realist paintings, they are a little more painterly than a straight photo-realist style. You can get more realistic with a painting than with a photograph. The illusion of space is never the same in a photograph. I think in a way, it follows the tradition of genre painting, the painting of everyday objects. I try to be as realistic as possible, and I find it very satisfying to try to draw everything as well as I can, using the light as part of the composition."
BORN: Detroit, Michigan 1949 

EDUCATION 

 1971-73 University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, MFA 

 1967-71 School of Visual Arts, New York, NY 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

 2007- Plus One Gallery, London

 2006 & 2004- Klaudia Marr Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

 2004- Plus One Gallery, London 

 2000, 1998 & 1995- Gallery Henoch, New York, NY 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

 2009- “Exactitude: Hyperrealist Art Today”, by John Russell Taylor (Published by Thames & Hudson) 
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2004- Pollack-Krassner Grant 
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 2012- 'Hyperrealism Now', Plus One Gallery, London 

 2012, 2011, 2010- Dallas Art Fair, TX 
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 2006- ‘ARTLondon’, London,
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 2004- Debryne Gallery, Naples, FL
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 1996, 1994 & 1993- Gallery Henoch, New York, NY 

 1996- ART MIAMI '96 International Art Exposition, Miami Beach, FL
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 1995- ‘Virtuosity’, Art Communication International, New York, NY 

 1994- Brunswick Upper School, Greenwich, CT 

 1993- Angels Group Show Hastings Gallery, New Canaan
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