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Rudy Spakuhl

Rudy Sparkuhl draws inspiration from the streets of Toronto. He uses photography initially to capture the image and then creates his painting using airbrush, acrylic paint and lots of masking tape. Sparkhul’s paintings are not only meticulously crafted but are also very accessible and extremely fascinating to look at. 

BORN: Speyer, West Germany. 1952 

RESIDES: London, Ontario 

EDUCATION

 1976 Concordia University, Montreal, Quebec, M.F.A

 1975 Concordia University, Montreal, Quebec, B.F.A 

AWARDS

 1976 Greenshields Foundation Grant. 

SOLO EXHBITIONS

 2003- Goodman&Carr LLP,Toronto 

 1997- Gibson Gallery, London, Ontario. 

 1994- Gibson Gallery, London, Ontario. 

 1994- One London Place, London, Ontario. 

 1992- Nancy Poole's Studio, Toronto, Ontario. 

 1991- Theodore Museum, Toronto, Ontario. 

 1991- Gibson Gallery, London, Ontario. 

 1988- Atelier J. Lukacs, Montreal, Quebec. 

 1987- Karney-Daniels Gallery, Toronto, Ontario. 

 1985- 82- Atelier J. Lukacs, Montreal, Quebec. 

 1980- Atelier J. Lukacs, Montreal, Quebec

 1977- 78- Atelier J. Lukacs, Montreal, Quebec. 

 SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

 2011- 'Celebrating 10 Years' Plus One Gallery, London 

 2008- ‘Summer Show’, Plus One Gallery, London

 2007- FORM, Plus One Gallery, London

 2006- Art London, Royal Hospital, Chelsea, London 

 2005- Red Show, Brush Gallery, Toronto, Ontario 2005

 2001- 14th Annual Juried Miniature Show, Gibson Gallery, London, Ontario 

 1997- Collectors’ Choice, Gibson Gallery, London, Ontario. 

 1997- The Living City, Toronto Painting from the 1940s to the 1990s, Market Gallery, Toronto, Ontario 

 1997- High Resolution, Hyper Photographic Realistic Painting Art Show, Low Art Gallery, Toronto, Ontario 

 1994- 47th Annual Western Ontario Exhibition, London Regional Art Gallery, London, Ontario. 

 1992- 45th Annual Western Ontario Exhibition, London Regional Art Gallery, London, Ontario. 

 1988- Fan Fan Wu, Rudy Sparkuhl, T.K.Thomas, Karney-Daniels Gallery, Toronto, Ontario. 

 1984- The History of the City of Toronto's Fine Art Collection, Market Gallery, Toronto, ON 

 1983- Hyperrealisme, Galerie Alliance, Montreal, Quebec. 

 1983-80- International Art Fair, Toronto, Ontario. 

 1981-80- City Life, Cross-Canada Exhibition, Sponsored by Lavalin Inc. 

 1979- Vivre en Ville, Pavillion Forum des Arts, Terre des Hommes, Montreal, Quebec. 

 1978- Nine Talented Artists Under 35, Loranger Gallery, Toronto, Ontario. 

 COLLECTIONS

 City of Toronto Archives, Toronto, Ontario

 Confederation Gallery, Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

 Gaz Metropolitain, Montreal, Quebec

 Goodman and Carr, Toronto, Ontario

 Irving Oil, Fredericton, New Brunswick

 Lavalin Inc. Montreal, Quebec 

 Low Art Collection, Bali, Indonesia 

 Microbix Biosystems, Toronto, Ontario

 Petroleum Investments, Calgary, Alberta

 Teleglobe Canada, Montreal, Quebec 

 REVIEWS

 2001- Globe and Mail Dec.10. 

 1997- Scene , London May 1. 

 1997- Globe and Mail Apr. 27

 1994- London Free Press Dec.1

 1992- Sunday Sun, Toronto Dec. 14

 1989- London Free Press, London, Ont May 18. 

 1989- London Calling, London, Ont Dec. 14. 

 1982- Avenue Magazine,Toronto Oct.. p.46-47. 

 1982- Gazette, Mtl. May 18. 

 1980- Artmagazine, Sept.-Oct. p.58. 

 1980- Gazette, Mtl. June4. 

 1978- Globe and Mail, Toronto, July 15. 

 1977- Gazette, Mtl. Mar.12. 

 1977- Georgian, Montreal, Mar.11

 1975- Gazette, Montreal, Mar. 29. 

 BOOK REFERENCES

 1983- “Art Actual au Quebec” by Guy Robert (Iconica p.72,73) 

 1978- “Catalogue, Vivre en Ville Exhibition”. 

 1979- “La Peinture au Quebec Dupuis ses Origines” by Guy Robert (Iconia, p152) 

STATEMENT

 ‘He who wants to dedicate himself to painting should start by cutting out his tongue.’ 

 -Henri Matisse 

 “What I do: Sometimes I roam rather aimlessly through the streets of Toronto, having a sense, not of what makes a good photograph but of what might work as a painting or at least won’t be too hard to paint. I run the photograph through Photoshop and attempt to make a painting from the resulting image, using an airbrush, acrylic paint and lots of masking tape. I try to make well-crafted, accessible paintings that are interesting to look at; sometimes I succeed”
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