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Paul Cadden
Paul Cadden maintains that hyper-realism is about more than representing reality in a new medium. It is, instead, about creating the illusion of a new reality - one that merges a believable, life-like appearance with emotional, social, cultural, and political themes. 

In his own words, his creations "intensify the normal”, and he does this to great effect in his arrestingly exquisite pencil drawings. 

BORN: 1964, Glasgow, Scotland 

EDUCATION: 
2001-2003: Animation and Illustration James Watt College 

1982-1986: Print Design and Illustration, Glasgow college of Building and Printing

 SELCECTED EXHIBITIONS: 

 2012- 'London's Calling', Plus One Gallery, London 

 2012- ‘Hyperrealism Now!, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2011- ‘Celebrating 10 Years of Hyperrealism Today’, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2011- ‘Realism Juried Show’, Mason Murer Fine Art 

 2011- ‘Winter Show’, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2010- 149th Exhibition, Royal Glasgow Institute of the Fine Arts, Glasgow

Artist Statement 
“I find myself fascinated by the way in which we are manipulated through and by the media; by the way in particular interests can be favoured, and by the suppression of certain information or points of view. This can ultimately lead to personal cynicism and alienation. Nevertheless, I think that art can challenge this alienation, and that it instead can be highly satisfying. One pours one’s subjectivity into an object, and one can even gain enjoyment from the fact that another in turn gains enjoyment from it- or that “the personal [truly] is the political. 

 “Although the drawings and paintings I make are based upon a series of photographs video stills, I use softer and more complex focuses on the subject so that the resulting art presents it as a living, tangible being. These objects and scenes in my drawings are thus meticulously detailed to create the illusion of a new reality not seen in the original photo."

 The Hyperrealism style focuses much more of its emphasis on details and the subjects. Hyper-real paintings and sculptures are not strict interpretations of photographs, nor are they literal illustrations of a particular scene or subject. Instead, they utilize additional, often subtle, pictorial elements to create the illusion of a reality which in fact either does not exist or cannot be seen by the human eye.  Furthermore, they may incorporate emotional, social, cultural and political thematic elements as an extension of the painted visual illusion; a distinct departure from the older and considerably more literal school of Photo-realism.

"All over the place, from the popular culture to the propaganda system, there is constant pressure to make people feel that they are helpless, that the only role they can have is to ratify decisions and to consume." 

Noam Chomsky.

Interview On My Modern Met:

http://www.mymodernmet.com/profiles/blogs/unbelievable-hyper-realistic-portraits

Shortlisted For Artist Of The Year 

http://www.artistsandillustrators.co.uk/artist-of-the-year-portrait

Other Artists comments

The recycled paper is a proper medium for this fine drawing, an acerbic commentary on the decadence of contemporary society.(Scottish Landscapes)

Denis Peterson

I have to say, when I saw your work I was blown away

James Hollingsworth

Your works are astonishing. It's always a great pleasure to come across a realist artist I can admire.

Jason de Graff

Beautiful realist work, i love your black and white pencil technic

Daniel Uytterhaegh

Great  work paul, reminds me of a richard billingham portrait but a drawn version

Simon Hennessey on Still From Film

