
Paul Beliveau

What does Marilyn Monroe have in common with Albert Einstein; Elvis Presley with Mao Zedong, or Federico Fellini with Tintin (the Belgian cartoon character)? Not much at a glance- but in fact they all have something in common with each other: they have been tainted, that is in the sense to say painted, by one very special Canadian brush. Indeed, they all appear in the paintings by Paul Beliveau, a Canadian artist whose exclusive focus in art is to paint books - book spines especially – some from his own book collection, but most from his own extensive library of imagination. 

 Paul Beliveau links his passion for books to his early childhood during which his uncle would lend him books on the great artists to make up for occasionally missing their regular fly-fishing excursions. What truly fascinates, intrigues and charms one to fall in love with his paintings, is the particular composition of the books he selects and invents for depiction. Each individual book is carefully chosen and placed to create balance in the painting, with equal consideration going to its visual qualities, its reference in time and to what it will evoke emotionally in imaginary content. 

 Paul Béliveau attained his Bachelor's degree in Visual Arts from in 1977. Recognized for his expertise in drawing, engraving and painting, Béliveau has had more than sixty solo exhibitions across Canada and the United States. The recipient of numerous prizes in visual arts and of multiple grants from the ‘Canada Council’ as well as the ‘Ministère des Affaires Culturelles du Québec’, he has taken part in several committees and juries as specialist in the visual arts. 

ARTIST’S STATEMENT

“My interest in books goes beyond their content, I collect them, I pile them up, I photograph them, I paint them, I even invent them… In fact, it is the whole book itself – its essence – that I love. I consider this object to be exceedingly meaningful. 

 “In my painting I like not to randomly accumulate images but rather converge towards an organised assemblage of elements responding to each other and building upon each other. In this work centred around citation, “Les humanités” is a logical result of my relation with objects, the books more specifically, which is a clear demonstration of human knowledge, of thought transference which survives mankind. I like to use painted books as a strategy against loss, even though worn books, metaphorically, evoke the passage of time and reveal one's own finiteness."

BORN: 1954 

EDUCATION: 1977- BA in Visual Arts, Laval University 

AWARDS 

 2006- Lauréat de Québec 

 2005- Honneur national, prix d'excellence de l'AAPC, projet réhabilitation de  l'avenue Honoré-Mercier 

 1999- Membre de l'Académie royale des arts du Canada

 1999- Finalist, prix Reconnaissance Videre 

 1998- Prix Distinction Videre

 1993- Prix des arts Visuels, Videre

 1993- Prix de la création, Conseil de la culture de la Ville de Québec 

 1987- 39th American Print Exhibition, Boston, Mention 

 1986- 3rd Purchase prize at: Kelowna Art Competition 

 1986- A painting selected for the poster for: 4e Festival du Film de Québec 1985- Purchase prize for: Bicentennial Molson Competition 

 1983- Purchase prize for: Biennale de dessins et d'estampes québécois 

 1981- Purchase prize for: Graphex 8, The Art Gallery of Brant 

 SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

 2011- “Paul Béliveau”, Couture Galleri, Stockholm 

 2011- “Vanitas-Les éphémères”, Stricoff Fine Art, New York 

 2011- “Paul Béliveau Recent Works”, Plus One Gallery, London, UK 

 2011- “Confins des Temps – Rétrospective”, Espace Parenthèse, Cégep de Sainte-Foy 

 2011- “Paul Béliveau et Catherine Blanchet”, Kaléidoscopies, les frissons du réel, Galerie Tzara, Québec 

 2010- “Les rencontres”, Stricoff Fine Art, New York 

 2010- “Vanitas / Éphémères”, Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montréal 

 2009- “Oeuvres récentes”, Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montréal 

 2009- “New Works”, Arden Gallery, Boston 
 2009- “New Works”, Winsor Gallery, Vancouver (DUO Show) 

 2008- Stricoff Fine Art, New York 

 2008- “PAUL BÉLIVEAU : 1996-2008”, Galerie Bellattitude, Québec 

 2007- Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montréal 

 2007- “New Paintings”, Arden Gallery, Boston 

 2007- “Paul Béliveau”, Robert Kidd Gallery, Birmingham 

 2006- “New Works”, Stricoff Fine Art, New York 

 2005- “Recent Paintings”, Drabinsky Gallery, Toronto 

 2005- “New Paintings”, Arden Gallery, Boston 

 2005- “Oeuvres récentes - Recent Works”, Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montréal 

 2004- “Apparence de faux”, Centre d'art de Baie-Saint-Paul 

 2003- “Les humanités”, Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montréal 

 2003- “Les humanités”, Drabinsky Gallery, Toronto 

 2001- “Le théâtre des correspondances”, Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montréal 

 2001- “Recent Works”, Drabinsky Gallery, Toronto 

 2001- “Recent Works”, Galerie St-Laurent+Hill, Ottawa 

 2001- “Les chroniques”, Galerie Estampe Plus, Québec 

 2000- “Cantus”, Drabinsky Gallery, Toronto 

 1998- “Les régénérescences”, Galerie Estampe Plus, Québec 

 1998- “Paul Béliveau”, 15e Festival international de musique actuelle de Victoriaville 

 1996- “Les déplacements”, Drabinsky/Friedland Galleries, Toronto 

 1996- “Les déplacements”, Galerie Éric Devlin, Montréal 

 1996- “À perte de vue”, Galerie d'art du Centre culturel de l'Université de Sherbrooke 

 1996- “L'oeuvre du temps,” Moulin des Jésuites, Galerie du Trait-Carré, Bibliothèque de Charlesbourg, Maison Paradis à Charlesbourg 

 1996- “Les apparences”, Centre national d'exposition, Jonquière 

 1995- “Les apparences”, Centre d'exposition des Gouverneurs, Sorel 

 1995- “Paul Béliveau”, Galerie l'Autre Équivoque, Ottawa 

 1994- “Alexandria”, Galerie Expression, Sainte-Hyacinthe 

 1994- “Le bonheur envisageable”, Galerie Estampe Plus, Québec

 1994- “Les hommages”, Galerie Trois Points, Montréal 

 1993- “Les apparences,” Galerie L'Autre Équivoque, Ottawa 

 1992- “Les apparences”, Drabinsky Gallery, Toronto 

 1992- “Les apparences”, Galerie Presse-Papier, Trois-Rivières 

 1992- “Les apparences”, Galerie Trois Points, Montréal 

 1992- “Les apparences”, Galerie Estampe Plus, Québec 

 1991- “Opus Incertum”, Musée de Restigouche, Cambellton, NB 

 1991- “Opus Incertum”, Drabinsky Gallery, Toronto 

 1990- “Opus Incertum”, Galerie Trois Points, Montréal 

 1990- “Opus Incertum”, Galerie l'Autre Équivoque, Ottawa

 GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

 2011- “Winter Show”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2011- “Lumières et couleurs," Oeuvres de la collection du Musée régional de Rimouski 

 2011- “Exposition Lancement / Inaugural Exhibition”, Fabien Castanier Gallery, Studio City, CA 

 2011- “Gallimard 1911-2011 : un siècle d'édition”, Bibliothèque Gabrielle-Roy, Québec 

 2011- “Connaître nos artistes”, Galerie Louise Carrier, Lévis 

 2011- “Heat Wave”, Fabien Castanier Gallery, Studio City, CA 

 2010- “Winter Show”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2010- “Haut en couleur !”, Villa Bagatelle, Québec 

 2010- “NOMADE, LA COLLECTION LOTO-QUÉBEC EN MOUVEMENT”, Repentigny 

 2010- “Art of Giving”, Saatchi Gallery, London, in association with One Drop Foundation 

 2010- “collection d'oeuvres d'art”, Collège Édouard-Montpetit, Plein sud centre d'exposition en art actuel à Longueuil 

 2009- “NOMADE, LA COLLECTION LOTO-QUÉBEC EN MOUVEMENT”, Espace Création Loto-Québec, Montréal; Gatineau; Sept-Iles; Rivière-du-Loup; Val-d'Or 

 2009- “ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN”, Four Artists, Stricoff Fine Art, Ltd., New York 

 2009- “EXACTITUDE V”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2009- “L'oeuvre et la manière, la Collection Loto-Québec”, Galerie Espace Création Loto-Québec 

 2009- “La Collection Loto-Québec, 30 ans d'arts visuels”, Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec 

 2009- “BODS : Rethinking the Figure”, Robert Kidd Gallery, Birmingham 

 2008- “Summer Show”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2008- “Les 15 ans des prix Videre --, 25 lauréats de Québec en arts visuels”, Centre d'exposition de Baie-St-Paul 

 2008- “Exactitude IV”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2007- “Repassez nous voir..., Maison Saint-Gabriel Musée et site historique”, Pointe-Saint-Charles 

 2006- “Sous le signe de la nature !”, Musée régional de Rimouski 

 2006- “Realism”, Robert Kidd Gallery, Birmingham 

 2006- “Duo show with Norma Bessouet”, Arden Gallery, Boston 

 2006- “Side by Side”, Drabinsky Gallery, Toronto. 

 2006- “Québec on paper”, John B. Aird Gallery 

 2006- “Oeuvres choisies de la Collection Loto-Québec”, Action Art Actuel de Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu 

 2005- “Oeuvres choisies de la Collection Loto-Québec”, Musée Pierre-Boucher de Trois-Rivières 

 2003- “¡Voilà la Collection Loto-québec en México!”, Musée de Las Artes de l'Université de Guadalajara 

 2003- “Les humanités”, Arden Gallery, Boston 

2003- “LIMITED EDITION (MULTIPLES)”, Galerie St-Laurent + Hill, Ottawa 

 2003- “Are You Talking to Me? Conversation (s)”, Galerie de l'UQAM, Montréal 

 2003- “Are You Talking to Me? Conversation(s)”, Galerie d'art de l'Université de Moncton 

 2002- “Collectionneurs d'estampes”, Bibliothèque nationale du Québec 

 2002- “La figuration en art contemporain”, Collection Loto-Québec, Galerie d'art l'Union-Vie du Centre culturel de Drummondville 

 2002- “Sémaphores, l'événement d'art actuel de Lévis”, Centre d'artistes en art actuel Regart 

 2002- “La figuration 1980-2000”, Oeuvres de la Collection Loto Québec, Musée Laurier, Victoriaville 

 2002- “Ville en vue”, Société d'art et d'histoire de Beauport 

 2002- “La donation d'une collection d'oeuvres d'art”, Musée Pierre Boucher, Trois-Rivières 

 2001- “MADE IN CANADA : Contemporary Art from Montreal”, Plattsburgh State Art Museum 

 2001- “Québec ! New York 2001”, Albany Center Galleries 

 2001- “Nature morte contemporaine, Contemporary Still Lif”, Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montréal 

 2001- “Coup d'oeil contemporain, Collection Desjardins d'oeuvres d'art”, Musée d'art de Mont-Saint-Hilaire 

 2001- “Traversée du siècle”, Collection Desjardins, Domaine Cataraqui, Sillery 

 2000- “Contemporary Landscape”, Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montréal 

 2000- “La relève à l'aube du 21e siècle”, Musée Pierre-Boucher, Trois-Rivières 

 1999- “La nouvelle figuration”, Domaine Cataraqui, Sillery 

 1999- “Les ateliers ouverts 1999”, Québec 

 1999- “Des ombres portées”, Maison de la culture, Côte-des-Neiges, Montréal 

 1999- “Clin d'oeil érotique”, Galerie Estampe Plus, Québec 

 1998- “L'art québécois de l'estampe, 1940-1990”, Musée des beaux-arts du Canada, Ottawa 

 1998- “In the Wilds Canoeing and Canadian Art”, McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg 

 1998- “Temps composés : la donation Maurice Forget”, Musée d'art de Joliette 

 1998- “200e anniversaire de la lithographie”, Bibliothèque nationale du Québec 

 1997- “200e anniversaire de la lithographie”, Musée Lancheveleci, Belgique 

 1996- “L'estampe au Québec, 1940-1990”, Musée du Québec 

 1995- “Presse-Papier International”, La Galerie, Trois-Rivières 

 1995- “Saving Face”, Mississauga Art Gallery 

 1994- “Dessin à dessein”, Galerie de l'UQAM, Montréal 

 1994- “Arcane 17”, Musée Le Chafaud, Percé 

 1992- “La décennie de la metamorphose”, Musée du Québec 

 1992- “ELAC”, Centre des congrès, Montréal 

 1992- “Le pastel contemporain”, Galerie de l'UQAM, Montréal 

 1991- “Collection du Musée”, Musée du Québec 

 1991- “Feu vert sur la Collection Lavalin”, Hôtel de ville, Bécancour 

 1990- “Collection et prêts d'oeuvres d'art”, Musée du Québec 

 1989- “Collectif, Cité internationale des Arts”, Paris 

 1989- “Biennale de dessin et estampe”, Alma 

 1989- “Collectif, Centre culturel franco-manitobain”, Winnipeg 

 1988- “Traversées parallèles”, Galerie du Musée 

 1988- “Salon de la gravure”, Grand Palais, Paris 

 1988- “Collection La Laurentienne”, Musée du Québec 

 1988- “St.Michael's Printshop : 1972-1987”, Memorial Art Gallery, St.John's 

 1987- “39th North American Print Exhibition”, Danforth Museum Framigham

COLLECTIONS 

 Agnes Etherington Art Centre, Queen's University, Kingston

 Air Canada, Montréal

 Alberta University, Edmonton

Art Gallery of Hamilton

 Art Gallery of Nova Scotia

 Art Gallery of Windsor

 Astral Media, Montréal

 Athabasca University, Edmonton

 Aviatic Club, Québec

 Bain Capital, Boston

 Banque d'oeuvres d'art du Canada, Ottawa

 Banque Nationale, Montréal

 BCF, Montréal

Birinco, Montréal

 Boudoir Lounge, Québec

 Burnaby Art Gallery

 Caisse populaire Notre-Dame-de-Québec

 Canderel, Montréal

Centre Culturel de l'Université de Sherbrooke

 Centre national d'exposition, Jonquière

 Collège Édouard-Montpetit, Longueuil

 École l'Envolée, Montmagny

 Fasken, Martineau, DuMoulin, Montréal

Fidelity Investments

 Galerie d'art de Matane

 Galerie Papineau, Laval

 Gaz Métropolitain, Montréal

 Genevalor, Benbassat & Cie, Genève

 Genuity Capital Market, Toronto

 Genuity CM, Toronto

 Giverny Capital, Montréal

 Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brantford

 Gluckstein Design, Toronto

Groupe La Laurentienne

 Hart House, University of Toronto

 Hôtel Dominion 1912, Québec

 Kelowna Art Gallery

 Lavalin, Montréal

 Livent, Toronto

Mackenzie Centre Hospital, Edmonton

 Maison des Jésuites, Québec

 Manoir Ronald McDonald, Québec

 Manulife Financial, Toronto

 McCarthy Thetrault, Toronto

 Memorial University Art Gallery, St.John's

 Ministère des Affaires étrangères et du Commerce international

 Molson Breweries, Toronto

 Musée de Joliette

 Musée de la Gaspésie, Gaspé

 Musée des beaux-arts de Sherbrooke

 Musée du Bas-Saint-Laurent, Rivière-du-Loup

 Musée d'art contemporain, Montréal

 Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec

 National Museum in Poznan

 Nova Scotia Art Gallery

 Palais de justice de Sherbrooke

 Pan-Canadian Petrolium, Calgary

 Pratt & Whitney Canada, Montréal

 Prudential, Toronto

 Quebecor, Montréal

 Salle de spectacles de Sept-Îles

 Silencehotel Waldheim au Lac, Suisse

 Simon Fraser University Gallery, Burnaby

 SSQ, Québec

 Steinberg, Montréal

 Torys, Toronto

 UBS Bank, Toronto

 Université de Carleton

 Université Laval, Québec

 University of Saskatchewan
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 2001- “Paul Béliveau, Le théâtre des correspondences”, by Dany Quine (Printed for Galerie de Bellefeuille) 
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