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Tom Martin

Tom Martin is unique… in his choice of subject matter and his approach to rendering it in paint. He makes no bones about being photographic in his approach, and depending on photographs for his raw material. But in practice his work is hyper-photographic; to coin a phrase: it carries photographic representation further than a mere camera could ever do. 

 …Many of the paintings are panoramic, giving the impression that we are seeing not only what is immediately in camera range, but also around corners and exploring depths which would be beyond the capabilities of any one camera to reach. Martin makes clear that his paintings are devised with the aid of many photographs, welded together and re-imagined with considerable technical virtuosity and a constructive mastery of perspective remarkable in one so young 

 Consequently, surprisingly, this approach brings Martin closer to the early Pre-Raphaelite practice than most other hyperrealist artists. Though his subject matter - the high tech machine - could hardly be more remote in feeling from the leaves and flowers that preoccupied the Pre-Raphaelite painters, the ultimate hallucinatory effect of seeing more than the human eye – or now, than any camera lens – could ever see at one go, is exactly the same. 

 John Russell Taylor in: “Exactitude: Hyperrealist Art Today” (Plus One Publishing, 2009)

BORN: 

1986, Wakefield, England. 

 EDUCATION: 

 2005-2008 BA (Hons) Interdisciplinary Art and Design. The University of Huddersfield, with First class honours. 

 2004-2005 18 Plus Foundation Course in Art. RCAT, Rotherham. 

 2002-2004 Thomas Rotherham College. Rotherham. 

 RECENT EXHIBITIONS 

 2012- “London's Calling”, Plus One Gallery, London (July) 

 2012- “Hyperrealism Now”, Plus One Gallery, London (February) 

 2012- Two paintings on show at University Centre Barnsley (January) 

 2011- “Bon Appetit”, Plus One Gallery, London (November) 

 2011- “Exactitude VI: 10 Years of Hyperrealism Today”, Plus One Gallery, London (September) 

 2011- “Winter Show”, Plus One Gallery, London (February) 

 2010- “Winter Show”, Plus One Gallery, London (February) 

 2009- “Solo Show”, Plus One Gallery, London (September) 

 2009- “Exactitude V. Hyperrealist art today”, book launch, Plus One Gallery, London (April) 

 2008- "Exactitude VI", Plus One Gallery, London (September) 

 2008- “Art London”, London (October) 2008- “Exactitude IV”, Plus One Gallery, London (September)

 2008- “The Summer Show”, Plus One Gallery, London (June) 

 2008- “Artists Open Studios South Yorkshire 2008”, At Basic Arts, Rotherham (April – May) 

 2007- Barnsley Digital Media Centre. 

 2007 & 2006- “Derby City Open Art Exhibition”, Derby 

 2007 & 2006- “Holmfirth Artweek”, Holmfirth 

 2007- “Open Up Sheffield”, Sheffield 

 2007- “Rotherham Open Art Exhibition” ( Artist of the year under 25), Rotherham 

 2006- The Pump House Gallery, Harrogate 

 2005- “Chapel Allerton Art Festival”, North Street Gallery, Leeds 

 2005- 2007- The British Red Cross Contemporary Art Auction supported by Sotheby’s 

 2005- The North Street Gallery, Leeds 

 AWARDS 

 2007- Rotherham Artist of the Year Under 25. 

 PUBLICATIONS 

 2011- “Art and Freedom VI”, Artlibre Gallery (November) 

 2011- Poets and Artists Magazine (August) 

 2010- Poets and Artists Magazine (February) 

 2009- “Exactitude, Hyperrealist Art Today”, Plus One Gallery (April). 

 2008- “Exactitude IV”, Plus One Gallery Catalogue (September) 

 2008- Degree show feature in: Barnsley Chronicle (Friday 20th June) 

 2008- “Artists Open Studios South Yorkshire 2008”, Organised by Open Up Sheffield. Catalogue (April) 

 2005- “Principles”, British Red Cross Charity Event Catalogue 

 INTERVIEWS

 2012- Price Charles visits The University Centre Barnsley (January) 

 2010- Poets and Artists Magazine (February) 

 2009- Interview with Kevin Lee Jones (July) 

 2007- An Interview With Clive Head, Realist Painter (Scarborough). 

 ONLINE ARTICLES 

 2012- 'Hyper Realistic Food by Tom Martin', by David Schuschkleb, in: Schusch Blog (April) 

 2012- 'Hyperrealism' in:The Daily Mirror (March) 

 2011- 'Tom Martin Hyperrealistic Paintings' by: Cesar Couto (October) 

 2011- 'Hyperrealistic Paintings by Tom Martin'. In: Design Float Boat (October) 

 2011- Art Of The Day, 'Incredible photorealist paintings by Tom Martin', by James Day (April) 

 2011- ' The hyperrealistic paintings of Tom Martin' in: Oddity Central (November) 

STATEMENT

 Mostly, the compositions I create are formed out of ideas, scenarios and imagery from my everyday life. I have a strong interest in health and well being, so these subjects come through in my work. Whether that be a larger than life chrome plated piece of steel, or the tempting arrangement of sweets that I’m not supposed to eat. Often these things are overlooked as we pass them by, but I aim to find beauty within these banal pieces of gym equipment or plastic packets. I pack in intricate reflections and abstracted bands of colour, enabling the viewer to see closer than they would normally care to do. 

 Though at first glance my work may appear photographic, replicating one single photograph into paint is not my concern or aim. I make use of multiple images, drawing, and modelling with the aid of modern technologies to go beyond that of a single photograph. The paintings I make are intended to question reality and how we perceive it. Often I present the viewer with a situation in paint, which cannot physically exist in this world, a Hyperreality in its self. The juxtaposition between figure and still life in my compositions helps to suggest a surreal sense of otherworldliness. My aim in that case is to make the viewer want to believe what they have in front of them. I go about this by manipulating scale, colour and human capabilities. 

 Mostly the colour the human eye appreciates in my work is made optically. Working with an airbrush most of the time makes this possible. Sometimes dot patterns based upon the CMYK print process find their way into parts of my work further pushing the boundaries of reality. These things may appear photographic on a computer screen, but they are the key elements that define my work when seen in person. 

 By nature I am a realist, that’s how I see things. So painting in a realistic manner is something which seems natural to me. In parts I aim for the subject to appear as though it projects further than the plane of the canvas, to have a presence, putting the viewer somewhere in the physical experience of the painting.
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