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STEVE PERRAULT

Steve Perrault is vastly more complex than his present title of "artist" suggests. 

 His background in art, philosophy, theology and psychology creates a mysterious connection and deep appreciation of the incongruent aspects of life. For ten years, working as a psychotherapist, he shared the lives of many, including the incarcerated. For thirteen years Perrault lived in the context of seminary and religious life. Both these ways of life provided the artist with the opportunity to experience environments of architecture with light and darkness, containment and expansion. 

 Perrault recalls, "One day I was walking up a stairwell and noticed incredible light being cast on a wall from a window. I was so inspired to capture that light that I painted the walls of the stairwell blue and put a yellow stripe splashing in where the sunshine had seized a defining shape on the wall." 

 Although the work was unauthorized, Perrault's colleagues at the monastery appreciated the color. Perrault soon found himself doing a lot of painting. At age 30, he realized he no longer felt a religious calling and left the sheltered walls of the monastery. Moving to inner city Chicago, he pursued a graduate degree in psychology, continued his counseling work and began to spend more time painting. 

 Perrault is now a full time artist who wins prestigious awards, receives positive reviews of his work in national publications, holds solo exhibitions, and has his work included in many shows and collections. 

 As a man who understands a sense of calling, Perrault believes that art is his true calling and the best way to use his gifts to communicate with others. The spaces he creates are free from distractions and exhibit a purposeful pursuit of the minimum. The beauty of simplicity brings the freedom necessary in a search for what lies beneath and above the human person. 

 Perrault invites the observer to walk into the architecture and leave feeling more hopeful about themselves and the world around them. Although his spaces reflect the precision, order and calm of the artist, ultimately Perrault's art mirrors the spiritual journey as the observer yearns for meaning through the unseen mystery. 

 SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

 2012, 2009, 2008 and 2006- 2004: Dean Day Gallery, Houston, TX 

 2011, 2008 & 2007- Peter Findlay Gallery, New York, NY 

 2008 & 2004- Featured artist for Art Houston , Houston, TX 

 2003 Zwaanendael Gallery, Lewes, DE 2002, eklektikos Gallery, Washington, DC 

 2002, Cudahy Gallery , Richmond, VA 

 2002 eklektikos gallery, Washington, DC 

 2001 eklektikos gallery, Washington, DC 

 2000 Cudahy Gallery , Richmond, VA 

 1999, Hinsdale Center for the Arts, Hinsdale, IL 

 1998 Bernadin Gallery, Loyola University, Chicago, IL 

 1998 Gwenda Jay Gallery, Chicago, IL 1997 Moreau Gallery, St. Mary's College, South Bend, IN 

 1997 Memorial Union Gallery, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI 

 1997 Aurora University Gallery, Aurora, IL 

 1997, Northern Illinois University Museum of Art, DeKalb, IL 

 1997, Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory, Batavia, IL 

 1995, Gwenda Jay Gallery, Chicago, IL 

 GROUP EXHIBITIONS

 2012- “Spring/Summer Exhibition” Susquehanna Art Museum; State Museum of Pennsylvania; Harrisburg, PA

 2011- Art Houston, Dean Day Gallery

 2011- “artMRKT San Francisco”, Scott Richards Contemporary Art

 2011- Plus One Gallery, London

 2010- Art Houston, Dean Day Gallery

 2010- “San Francisco Art Fair”, Scott Richards Contemporary Art

 2010- Galleria De Arte Mada Primavesi, Madrid, Spain

 2009-2007- “ART Chicago”, Peter Findlay Gallery

 2009, 2008- “Art Miami”, Peter Findlay Gallery

 2008- 2003- The Peter Findlay Gallery, New York, NY

 2007- “Boston International Fine Art Show”, Wynne-Falconer Gallery, Chatham, MA 

 2007- “ART London”, Plus One Gallery

 2007, 2005 & 2004- White Canvas Gallery, Richmond, VA

 2005 – 2003- Commenoz Gallery of Contemporary Art, Key Biscayne, FL 

 2005- 1997 John Collette Fine Art, Highlands, NC 

 2002- Zwaanendael Gallery, Lewes, DE 

2002- 1999 Cudahy Gallery, Richmond, VA 

 2001- Virginia Miller Galleries, Miami, FL 

 2001- Greater Reston Arts Center, Reston, VA 

 1999- Barrington Center for the Arts , Barrington, IL 

 1998- Vaknin Schwartz Gallery Atlanta, GA 

 1998- Chicago Arts Dealers Association, Gwenda Jay Gallery, Chicago, IL 

 1998- Abbott Laboratories, Chicago, IL 

 1998- Graham Museum, Wheaton, IL 

 1998- Premier Graphics Int. New York, NY 

 1997 - John Collette Gallery, Fairhope, AL 

 1997- Barrington Area Arts Center, Barrington, IL 

 1997- Chuck Levitan Gallery, Soho, New York, NY 

 1997- Benedictine University , Chicago, IL 

 1997- Fine Arts Building Gallery, Chicago, IL 

 1997- St. Francis College, Fort Wayne, IN 

 1996- Rockford Museum of Art, Rockford, IL 

 1996- W.J. Bachman Gallery, Chicago Dealer's Choice Exhibition, Munster, IN 

 1996- David Barnett Gallery, Milwaukee, WI 

 1996- DePaul University Gallery of Art, Chicago, IL 

 1996- Aurora University, Area Invitational, Aurora, IL 

 1996- Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, IL 

 SELECTED COLLECTIONS 

 2012- James J. Reynolds, Main Beach, Australia 

 2012- Collection of Lois Lehrman Grass. Harrisburg, PA 

 2012- Collection of Guillermo & Cecilia Cantu, Mexico City, Mexico

 2011- Michael Moore Collection, Houston, TX

 2011- The Tobelhof Collection, Zurich, Switzerland 

 2010 The Steward School Center for the Arts, Richmond, VA 

 2009 The Mawer Collection, Telluride, CO 

 2009 The Plaza Hotel, New York, NY 

 2008 Pricewaterhouse Coopers, New York, NY 

 2008 Collection of David and Lourdes Alvarez, Madrid, Spain 

 2008 www.brettbarrett.com 

 2005- “Hauser Wulf Gordian Collection”, Vienna, Austria 

 2004- Kasim Omur Collection, Istanbul, Turkey 

 2003- Smithsonian Institution, National Building Museum, Washington, D.C. 

 2003- United States Environmental Protection Agency Headquarters, Washington, D.C. 

 1998- William Friedkin, Academy Award Winning Film Director, Los Angeles, CA 

 1998- Loyola University Medical Center, Maywood, IL 1998 

 1998- College of DuPage, Glen Ellen, IL 

 1997- The New York Conference Center, New York, NY 

 1996 - St. Francis University. Joliet, IL 

 1996- National Qualitative Centers, Chicago, IL 

 SELECTED AWARDS: 

 2011- First Prize with: Illumination. 

 AAH Fall Exhibition, Harrisburg, PA. 

 2006- Triple Finalist with: Internal Passage, Language of Life, The Human Perspective 

 The Best Art of 2006 in: “The Artist’s Magazine” 

 2005, August- Third Place. Interview & Photo of "Practice of the Present" 

 National Watercolor Competition 2004 in: “Watercolor Magic Magazine”. 

 2005, December- Feature Interview, photo; Honorable Mention with: "Perspective of the Self"

 The Best Art of 2005 in: “The Artist's Magazine National Art Competition”. 

 2004- Finalist with: "Frame of Mind" 

 The Best Art of 2004 in: “The Artist's Magazine National Art Competition” 

 2004- Best In Show with: "Structure of the Soul" 

 nternational juried competition "Integrity of the Minimal" postpicasso.com 

 2003- Finalist with: "Sacrament of the Moment" 

 The Best Art of 2003 in: “The Artist's Magazine National Art Competition” 

 2002- 1998- “The Artist's Magazine National Art Competition”, The Best Art of. 

 1998- “Permanent Collection Award”, Abbott Laboratories, Chicago, IL. 

 1998- First Prize in: “1998 National Competition” 

 The National Headache Foundation 

 1998- “Juried Purchase Award”

 McCormick Place Convention Center, Chicago, IL
ARTIST'S STATEMENT 

For ten years I worked as a psychotherapist with individuals, families and the incarcerated in a New York jail. My education and prior work experience strongly inform my paintings by incorporating my unique personal experiences and symbolic thinking into images from the architecture of spaces I have seen. 

Architecture of order and calm is used in my art as a vehicle for meditation and meaning. There is a function and aesthetic to these precise, geometric, and honest spaces. Space is important for its emptiness. Clean space is dynamic. I create passages of inside-outside space, lightness and darkness, and containment and expansion as meditations on the "interior" world of the individual.  These dynamics are metaphors for the emotional states of life's psychological and spiritual journey.

Free from distractions, and reduced to essentials, my interiors are a purposeful focus on what is most vital. The beauty of simplicity brings the freedom necessary in a search for what lies beneath and above the human person. The viewer assumes the perspective of an engaged participant. Mirrors of the mind and soul, these harmonious structures of simplicity, order, and calm, allow spontaneous insights and moments of introspection. 

I believe art-making demands an inner life. Attentive observers encountering art must necessarily be moved to ponder questions of inner experience. A work of art can be a place to acquire truth not found in written words or teachings, but in personal insight. 

Art is advocacy.  My art is fundamentally concerned with the development of the individual toward self-discovery.   We are not here in this life by accident. Genuine art leads one to face oneself.
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