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OTTO DUECKER
BORN: 1948 Milwaukee, WI 

EDUCATION: 1970 BA (Fine Arts) at Oklahoma State University 

Otto Duecker has been exploring the realm of new realism for over thirty years. He taught for over a decade while developing his unique approach to painting the human figure in precise detail. Otto first received national attention in the mid 1970s for his cut-out “Drifters” series, stark, life-size images of street people. Crouching, standing and sitting, these figures stared boldly at the viewer with uncanny realism and more than once caused panic when encountered by those unaware that they were looking at a painting. Fascinated with the many layers of clothing in which these homeless men traveled, Otto began a series of paintings ranging from leather biker jackets to Levi jeans which by themselves seemed to convey a sense of their owner’s lives. In the late

1980s his “Help” series of cut-outs focused on cleaning ladies, maids, butlers and other service oriented people, who are often overlooked and rarely seen as individuals. His clothing went upscale from worn jackets to Polo shirts, mink coats, Burberry trench coats, tuxedos and other smart attire conveying a sense of their owners’ lives. 

"His “Floating” series of the late 1980s to the present, challenges the notion of “still life” painting, capturing traditional subjects of the genre’, fruit and vegetables, moving through space free of their typical settings. Wonderfully accurate in detail, they defy the common conventions of realistic painting. His fascination with art history and artists who shape that history led him to return to painting the human figure. His current series of photographic portraits began with visual artists from Picasso to Duchamp. It has expanded to include notables from the political, academic and entertainment world who perennially fascinate us. These trompe l’oeil images capture the character and determination of the men and women who have shaped our perception of the world though their vision". 
(From http://www.madorangallery.com/Artist-Info.cfm?ArtistsID=471&info=Exhibits) 

As a painter of New Realism, Otto Duecker brings the art of mimesis to new levels of mastery. His oil on canvas paintings of iconic black and white photographs of famous 20th century figures portray these images with uncanny skill. In actuality they are painted still lifes of the photographs as objects as well as deft grisaille renderings of the photographic portraits of artists, actors, film makers, world leaders and other celebrities. Duecker not only precisely portrays the individual as perceived by the camera but also captures the tonalities and surface texture of the photographs themselves, picturing them pinned or taped to a wall, cracked, torn or slightly crumpled, and casting realistic shadows.
(From http://www.lewallencontemprary.com/bio.php?artistId=1017) 
SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
2005- Hammer Gallery, New York, NY 

2003- Eric I Spoutz Gallery, Detroit, MI 

2000-1997- J.Cacciola Galleries, New York, NY 
1996- Holliman Gallery,Walter Arts Center, Tulsa, OK 
1994- Horwitch Newman Gallery, Scottsdale, AZ 
1990 & 1988- Hokin Gallery, Bay Harbor, FL 
1990 & 1985- Elaine Horwitch Gallery Santa Fe, NM 
1986- Philbrook Art Center, Tulsa, OK 
1983 & 1981- Elaine Horwitch Gallery, Santa Fe, NM 

 SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS: 

 2012- "London's Calling", Plus One Gallery, London 

 2010- "Winter Show", Plus One Gallery, London 

 2007- "Group Show", Plus One Gallery, London 

 2006- "Exactitude III", Plus One Gallery, London 

 1993 The Chicago International Art Exposition, Navy Pier Chicago, IL 

 1991 The Chicago International Art Exposition, Navy Pier Chicago, IL 

 1990 5th International Contemporary Art Fair, Los Angeles, CA 
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