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BEN SCHONZEIT

Ben Schonzeit paints magically evocative pictures with a Surrealist edge. A pioneer in the SoHo art scene of the 1960s and one of the leaders of the American Photorealist movement of the 1970s, he is best known for his gorgeous still lifes of flowers - large, arresting canvases that explore the artist's dream world. 

 During his four decades as an artist, Schonzeit has explored and experimented with numerous techniques and mediums, and has exhibited in over one hundred exhibitions and shows. His work can be found in the permanent collections of major museums around the world. 

 BORN: 1942, Brooklyn, New York 

 EDUCATION: 

 BFA (1964) Cooper Union, New York 

 RESIDES: New York City 

 BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 His work has been discussed in a number of authoritative texts on, Photorealism, including: 

 2009- “Exactitude: Hyperrealist Art Today” by John Russell Taylor (Ed. Maggie Bollaert, Plus One Publishing: London). 

 2002- “Ben Schonzeit: Paintings” by Riley, Charles (New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc.) 

 1993- “Photorealism Since 1980” by Meisel, Louis (New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc.). 

 1980- “Photorealism” by Meisel, Louis (New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc.) 

 SELECTED SOLO EXHIBTIONS 

 2012- “Ben Schonzeit”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2012- “Ben Schonzeit: Edibles”, Jonathan Novak Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, CA 

 2011- Elaine Baker Gallery, Boca Raton, FL 

 2007- Plus One Gallery, London 

 2003- Elaine Baker Gallery, Boca Raton, FL 

 2002- Michael Berger Gallery, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2002- Louis K. Meisel Gallery, New York, NY 

 2002- Gerald Peters Gallery, Santa Fe, NM 

 2002- Elaine Baker Gallery, Boca Raton, FL

 2002- “The Secret Schonzeit”, The Butler Institute of American Art, Youngstown, OH

 2001- “Contemporary American Realism III”, M. A. Doran Gallery, Tulsa, OK 

 2001- "Interiors Observed", Bernarducci Meisel Gallery, NewYork, NY 

 2000- Galeria Manuel Ojeda, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain 

 2000- Elaine Baker Gallery, Boca Raton, FL 

 1999- Butler Institute of Art, Youngstown, OH

 1998- "Opening Exhibition", Gerald Peters Gallery, Santa Fe, NM 

 1999- "Into the 21st Century: Selections from the Permanent Collection", San Jose Museum of Art, California 

 1998 "Gotham Group" Charles Cowles Gallery, New York, New York 

 1998- Stable Gallery, Roundstone, Co. Galway, Ireland 

 1997 "Positions" Weserberger Museum, Bremen, Germany 

 1997- Jaffe Baker Gallery, Boca Raton, FL 

 1995- J.J. Brookings, San Francisco, CA 

 1993- Ann Jaffe Gallery, Bay Harbor Islands, FL 

 1992- "The Seven Ages of Man", Bayer AG, Leverkusen, Germany

 1991- "Comedia", Tomatissimo, Cologne, Germany

 1990- J.J. Brookings, San Jose, CA

 1989- Modernism, San Francisco, CA 

 1988- Galerie Ninety-Nine, Miami, FL

 1984- Delaware Art Museum, Wilmington, Delaware

 1983- Nancy Hoffman Gallery, New York, NY

 1981- DeGestlo Gallery, Cologne, Germany

 1980- Nancy Hoffman Gallery, New York, NY

 1979- DeGestlo Gallery, Cologne, Germany

 1978- Nancy Hoffman Gallery, New York, NY

 1976- Nancy Hoffman Gallery, New York, NY

 1975- Galerie DeGestlo, Hamburg, Germany

 1974- Carl Solway Gallery, Cincinnati, OH

 1972- Galerie Mikro, Berlin, Germany 

 1972- Neue Galerie, Aachen, Germany

 1971- Galerie DeGestlo, Hamburg, Germany 

 1971- Galerie Mikro, Berlin, Germany

 1970- French & Co., New York, NY 

 SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

 2011- “Bon Appétit”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2011- “Winter Show”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2011- “Sweet Tooth: A Group Exhibition ”, Scott Richards Contemporary Art, San Francisco, CA 

 2010- “Winter Show”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2009- “Winter Show”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2009- “Exactitude V”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2009- “Picturing America: Photorealism in the 1970s ”, Guggenheim Museum, Berlin, Germany 

 2008- “Shock of the Real: Photorealism Revisited ”, Boca Raton Museum of Art, Boca Raton, FL 

 2008- “Exactitude IV”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2006- “Gallery Show by Gallery Artists”, Plus One Gallery, London 

 2001- “Hypermental,Rampant Reality: 1950-2000 From Salvador Dali to Jeff Koons”, Kunsthaus, Zurich, Switzerland; Hamburger Kunsthalle, Hamburg, Germany 

 2001 Bernarducci.Meisel.Gallery, New York 

 2001- Elaine Baker Gallery, Boca Raton, Florida 

 1999- "Into The 21st Century : Selections from the Permanent Collection", San Jose Museum of Art 

 1999- The Butler Institute of American Art, Youngstown, Ohio 

 1998- "Gotham Group", Charles Cowles Gallery, New York, NY 

 1998- "Opening Exhibition" Gerald Peters Gallery, Santa Fe, NM 

 1997- "Positions" Weserburg Museum, Bremen, Germany 

 1997- Jaffe Baker Gallery, Boca Raton, Florida 

 1994- "Synesthesia, Sound & Vision in Contemporary Art", San Antonio Museum of Art, San Antonio, TX

 1993- "A Moment Becomes Eternity: Flowers as Image", Bergen County Museum of Art, Paramus, NJ

 1993- "Contemporary American Realism", Isetan, Tokyo, Japan 

 1993- "Still Life 1963-1993", Gerald Peters Gallery, Santa Fe, NM 

 1993- "Photo-Realism Since 1980", Louis K. Meisel Gallery, New York, NY 

 1992- "An Ode to Gardens and Flowers", Nassau County Museum of Fine Art, Roslyn, NY 

 1992- "Contemporary American Art Landscapes", The Tokushima Modern Art Museum, Tokushima, Japan 

 1992- "The 1992 Collector's Show" , Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock, Arkansas

 1992- "The Midtown Flower Show" , Portland Museum Museum of Art, Portland, Maine 

 1991- "In Sharp Focus" , Nassau County Museum of Fine Art, Roslyn, NY 

 1991- "American Realism & Figurative Art: 1952-1990”, The Miyagi Museum of Art, Sendai, Miyagi, Japan 

 1991-"Inheritance and Transformation" , The Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin, Ireland 

 1985- "American Realism: The Precise Image", Isetan Museum, Tokyo, Japan

 1985- "American Realism: Twentieth-Century Drawings and Watercolors", San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA 

 1983- "New Art from New York City: Contemporary Artists' Paintings", Delaware Museum of Art, Wilmington, Delaware 

 1981- "Contemporary American Realism Since 1960", Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, PA 

 1981- "Real, Really Real and Super Real", San Antonio Museum of Art, San Antonio, TX 

 1981- "Views Over America", Museum of Modern Art, San Antonio, TX 

 1980- "ROSC/The Poetry of Vision"l Dublin, Ireland 

 1977- "Documenta VI", Kassel, West Germany 

 1975, "25 Stills", Whitney Museum, New York, NY 1974- "Biennial Exhibition", Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL

 1973- "Amerikanischer Fotorealismus", Frankfurter Kunstverein, Wuppertal, Germany 

 1973- "Prospect 1973", Düsseldorf, West Germany 

 1972, "Documenta V", Kassel, West Germany

 SELECTED PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 

 Amerada Hess, New York, New York 

 Amerada Hess, New York, New York 

 Atlantic Richfield Art Gallery, Los Angeles, California

 Ball State University, Art Gallery, Muncie, Indiana

 Bayer AG, Leverkusen, Germany

 Belfast Museum, Belfast, Ireland

 Boymans Museum, van Beuningen, Rotterdam, Holland

 Bloomingdales, Chicago, Illinois

 Brooklyn Museum of Art, Brooklyn, New York

 The Butler Institute of American Art, Youngstown, Ohio

 California Palace of the Legion of Honor, San Francisco, California

 Chase Manhattan Bank, New York, New York

 Delaware Art Museum, Wilmington, Delaware

 Denver Art Museum, Denver, Colorado

 Electra Records, New York, New York

 Joan and Rufus Foshee Collection of Contemporary Art, University of Montevallo, AL

 Investment Company Institute, Hamburg, Germany

 Irish Museum of Art, Dublin, Ireland

 Isetan Museum, Tokyo, Japan

 Kunsthalle, Basel, Switzerland

 Kunsthalle, Hamburg, Germany

 Lehman Brothers, New York, New York

 LuebersBBDO, Cologne, Germany

 McDermott, Will 6z Emery, Chicago, Illinois

 Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, New York

 Mississippi Museum of Art, Jackson, Mississippi

 Mobil Oil Corp., New York, New York

 Museo de Arte Moderno, Bogota, Columbia

 Museo del Prado, Madrid, Spain

 Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, Illinois

 Neue Nationalgalerie, Berlin, Germany

 Neue Galerie, Aachen, Germany

 Neues Museum Weserburg, Bremen, Germany

 Newport Insurance Associate, New York, New York

 Owens Corning, Toledo, Ohio

 San Antonio Museum of Art, San Antonio, Texas

 Simpson, Thatcher 6t' Barlett, New York, New York

 Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, New York

 Stuart M. Speiser Collection

 Ulster Museum, Belfast, Ireland

 University of Massachusetts Art Gallery, Amherst, Massachusetts

 VanAbben Museum, Eindhoven, Holland

 Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, Virginia

 Warner Brothers Records, Inc., Burbank, California

 The Winnipeg Art Gallery, Manitoba, Canada

 Worchester Art Museum, Worchester, Massachusetts

STATEMENT
 First Artistic Inspiration 

 "National Geographic Magazine suggested a bigger world to me as a child. The world that we now vacation in and travel about in ways that were unimaginable in my youth. When I was six I spent time at an aunt and uncle's home who saved all their issues, and I was given these to amuse myself as my parents visited. I was also given pads of paper and new pencils to play with ...such a treat for me. At thirteen I was given a subscription to the magazine for my bar mitzvah... I still have these magazines and refer to them often. Drawings done in my teen years were based on images taken from them." 

 Description and Method of Work 

 "I know a painting is finished in two ways. One, if I do any more it will be worse. Two, when it gets up and walks away on its own. When it is alive it is done. Sometimes this happens in a day or two, as in Shaggy Palms, sometimes over a period of months, as in Continental Divide. It is this capacity to be alive that differentiates my paintings from the photographs. With some of the airbrushed works I would be asked if the painting was a sculpture. No one ever asks that about a photograph. I build these pieces in space, even though I don't care that much about the space. It is just there."
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