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Ben Johnson

"Ben Johnson's paintings are to be read iconically. They engage the eye and challenge our understanding of space and geometry. Johnson is committed to architecture, which he sees as the ultimate human endeavour. For him, it is where the search for completeness and peace ends. He is dedicated to communicating a profound understanding of universal geometry by the medium of painting."

 From 'Reflections on Infinity', by Colin Amery (Perspectives, August '95) 

 "And what is the intention behind these immaculately clean and tidy paintings? The titling is a clear indicator that they have nothing to do with the inevitable but not very lofty impulse to buy postcards of the memorable places we visit. What Johnson wants to capture is not the accidentals of an interior, but the essence. He understands perfectly the lesson of most photorealism: the more minutely particular a painting is, the more universal it is likely to prove.” 

 From: “Exactitude: Hyperrealistic Art Today”, by John Russell Taylor (Plus One Publishing) 

 BORN  1946 in Llandudno, Wales. 

 EDUCATION Royal College of Art, London.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

 2010-11- “Modern Perspectives,” National Gallery, London 

 2010- “Ben Johnson Paintings,” Alan Cristea Gallery, London 

 2008- "Ben Johnson's Liverpool Cityscape 2008 and the World Panorama Series," Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool 

 2008- Artist in Residence, Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool 

 2002 - "Still Time," Blains Fine Art, London 

 2001- "Jerusalem, The Eternal City," Chester Beatty Museum, Dublin 

 1997- "Hong Kong Panorama 1997," Royal Academy, London; New Convention & Exhibition Centre Hong Kong - unveiled and accepted by Tung Chee Hwa, Chief Executive, Special Administrative Regional Government of Hong Kong, on behalf of the people of China 

 1994- "Time Present and Time Past are Both Perhaps Present in Time Future and Time Future Contained in Time Past," Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh 

 1992- "Paintings & Diverse Projects," Fischer Fine Art, London 

 1991- "Collaborations: Collaborative Sculpture Projects with Ove Arup & Partners, Arup Associates and Foster Associates," Arup Associates, London 

 1990- Louis K. Meisel Gallery, New York 

 1989- "Painting Beyond Architecture - Independent Observation," Royal Institute of British,Architects,London 

 1987- "Great Engineers," Royal College of Art, London 

 1986- "Structuring Space," Fischer Fine Art, London 

 1984- "A Study in Patronage - Art, Architecture and Design," Fischer Fine Art, London 

 1981- South Square Gallery, Bradford 

 1978- Riverside Studios, London 

 1978- "Paintings 1975-1978," Fischer Fine Art, London 

 1975- Fischer Fine Art, London 

 1973- Institute of Contemporary Art, London 

 1969- Wickesham Gallery, New York 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

 2009- "Discerning Eye Exhibition," The Mall Galleries, London 

 2009- Zürich Art Fair, Zürich, Switzerland

 2009- "New to DACS," Kowalsky Gallery, London

 2009- London Art Fair

 2008- "Celebrating Palladio," Plus One Gallery, London 

 2008- "Set in Stone," PM Gallery & House, London 

 2008- Miami Art Fair

 2008- Dubai Art Fair 

 2007- Abu Dhabi Art Fair 

 2007- Toronto Art Fair

 2007- Inaugural Exhibition House of Arts, Garden of Arts, Vught, Netherlands 

 2007- London Art Fair

 2006-Toronto Art Fair 

 2006- "London Now," City of Heaven, City of Hell," Guildhall Art Gallery, London 

 2005- “The Artist and Radio 4,” Bankside Gallery, London 

 2004- "Small is Beautiful," Flowers Central, London 

 2004- "BlowUp, New Painting and Photoreality," St Paul's Gallery, Birmingham

 2004- "ARTitecture," Collins Gallery, Glasgow 

 2003- "Exactitude," Plus One Gallery, London

 2003- "Realism," Flowers East, London 

 2002- "Architecture: 3 Ways," The Robert Phillips Gallery at Riverhouse, Walton-on-Thames 

 2002- "Small is Beautiful," Flowers East, London 

 2001- "Interiors Observed," Bernarducci.Meisel.Gallery, New York 

 2001- "Great! Britain," Bernarducci.Meisel.Gallery, New York 

 2000- "Zen and the Art of Cities," curated by the London Arts Café, Rivington Gallery, London. 

 2000- "Urban Realism," Blains Fine Art, London 

 2000- "Looking Forward," Inaugural exhibition, The Robert Phillips Gallery at Riverhouse, Walton-on-Thames 

 1999- Travelling Exhibition: "Into the Light," Royal Photographic Society, Bath; Cadaques, Spain 

 1999- "Mobiles @ Camberwell," London 

 1999- "Mobiles @ RIBA Architecture Gallery," London 

 1999- "The Discerning Eye," Mall Galleries, London 

 1998- National Print Exhibition, Mall Galleries, London

 1997- "Oil on Canvas," Boundary Gallery, London 

 1997- Virgin Airways, Heathrow Airport, London 

 1994-96- Travelling Exhibition: "Contemporary British Architecture," UK LA 1994 Festival, Pacific Design Centre, Los Angeles; 1995 National Academy of Design, New York; 1996 Art Institute of Chicago

 1992 -"The Art of Folly," New Academy Gallery, London 

 1991- Photographic collaboration with Norman Foster, Venice Biennale, Venice 

 1990- "Aspekte des Europåischen Realismus von 1900-1990," Cologne 

 1990- "Art Works : From IBM's UK Locations," Glasgow Art School, Glasgow

 1989- "50 Years of Collecting: Art at IBM," IBM Gallery of Science and Art, New York 

 1988-92- Travelling exhibition : "Châteaux Bordeaux," Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; 1989 Bordeaux; 1990 Frankfurt; 1990 Palais de Beaulieu, Lausanne; 1991 Pabellón Mudéjar, Seville; 1992 Mercado Ferreira Borges, Portugal. 

 1988- "Light & Space - Looking into Paintings," Crawford Centre for the Arts, Scottish Arts Council Touring Exhibition. 

 1986- "Lieux? de Travail," Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris 

 1986- "Painting/Photography," Richard Demarco Gallery, Edinburgh 

 1985- Travelling Exhibition: St. Martin's School of Art, London; Dartington Hall, Dartington; Winchester Gallery, Winchester. 

 1984- "Images et Imaginaires d'Architecture," Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris 

 1984- Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester. 

 1983- "Four British Realists," Robin Gibson Gallery, Sydney 

 1983- "Eight British Realists," Louis K. Meisel Gallery, New York 

 1983- "Contemporary British Painting," Museo Municipal, Madrid 

 1982- Glasgow City Art Museum, Scotland 

 1982- "Art into the 80's," Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool 

 1982- Solomon Gallery, Dublin 

 1982- "Painter/Printmaker," Farnham Art School, Farnham 

 1982- Arts Council, Edinburgh Fruit Market, Scotland 

 1981-"The Real British," Fischer Fine Art, London 

 1981- International Print Biennale, Ljubljana 

 1981- "John Moores Exhibition 12," Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool 

 1977- International Print Biennale, Cracow 

 1977- "Illustrating Architecture", Royal Institute of British Architecture, London 

 1976- Graphics '76 Britain, University Art Gallery, Kentucky 

 1976- "British Realists", Ikon Gallery, Birmingham 

 1974- Bradford Print Biennale, Bradford 

 1974- "John Moores Exhibition 9," Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool 

 1973- "Europalia," Palais des Beaux Arts, Brussels 

 1967- "London Group '67," London 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY SINCE 2010 

 2011- “Giant Liverpool Cityscape Ready for New Museum,” by Coslett, Paul, in: BBC News Online (July 8) 

 2011- “Art Fund Grants 2010,” by Bukantas, Ann, in: Art Quarterly (Summer, p.124) 

 2011- “Cityscape Comes Home to Walker,” in: Liverpool Daily Post (Liverpool, January 28, pp. front + 11) 

 2011- “Ben Johnson’s Liverpool Cityscape Returns to the Walker Art Gallery,” in: Liverpool Echo (Liverpool, January 27, p.14) 

 2011- “Cityscape Returns,” by Jones, Catherine, in: Liverpool Daily Post (January 27, p.14) 

 2011- “Ben Johnson: Modern Perspectives,” (re) habitar blogspot, Spain (January 17) 

 2011- “Ben Johnson: Modern Perspectives,” Tectonicablog, Spain (January 13) 2011- “National Gallery Uses Live Art to Revive Old Masters,” by Cain, Matthew, in: Channel 4 News Blog (January 8). 

 2011- “Ben Johnson: Painter and Performer,” by Major, George, in: Art of England (January, Issue 77 pp.30-35) 

 2010- “Ben Johnson at the National Gallery,” in: Rich Pepper.com (London, January 6) 

 2010- “Un Artista en Vivo,” DT Lux.com (Spain, January 1) 

 2010- GertiesGirl. “Looking Back to Richmond House by Ben Johnson,” Inscape (December 31) 

 2010- Picture of the Week in: The Daily Telegraph (London, December 26) 

 2010- “Un Grafitero en la National Galery,” in: Publico (Spain December 24) 

 2010- “Ben Johnson: Modern Perspectives, National Gallery,” by Flanders, Judith, in: The Arts Desk.com (December 23) 

 2010- Muse, Bloomberg Businessweek by: Nayeri, Farah. (December 15. Preview) 

 2010- “Review: Ben Johnson Modern Perspectives at the National Gallery,” in: londonist.com (December 13) 

 2010- “La Visita su Londra e Dipinta alla National Gallery,” in: La Repubblica (Italy, December 12) 

 2010- “Ben Johnson Modern Perspectives at the National Gallery,” by Escorza, Liane, in: Motif Magazine (UK, December) 

 2010- “Master Stroke Painter works Live at National,” in: The Daily Telegraph (London, December 9, p.12) 

 2010- “Panorama Artist’s View from Gallery Roof,” in: The Evening Standard (London, December 8, p.8) 

 2010- “Painting London,” by Luke, Ben, in: The Evening Standard (London, December 7, p.33) 

 2010- “Ben Johnson,” in: Aesthetica (December 1, p.19) 

 2010- “A Gleam of Distant Day,” by Paraskos, Michael, in: The Epoch Times (December 1-7, Art & Culture p.11) 

 2010- “Ben Johnson,” in: Artists & Illustrators (December, p.37) 

 2010- “Remixing Canaletto,” by Bugler, Caroline, in: Art Quarterly (Winter, p.5) 

 2010- “Through the Eyes of Others,” in: Covent Garden magazine (London, December) 

 2010- “Ben Johnson Exhibition, London,” by: Byng, Malaika in: Wallpaper.com (Art, November 17) 

 2010- “The Very Big Picture,” by Harrison, Tim, in: Hammersmith & Fulham News (London, November 16, pp.19, 26, 63) 

 2010- “Painterly Perfection,” in: Architecture Today (November 15, p.2) 

 2010- “Real Interiors”, by Hinchliffe, Suzanne, in: Design Week (November 11) 

 2010- “Modern Perspectives,” in: Concept for Living (UK, October 1. Out and About) 

 2010- “National Gallery Invites Clive Head and Ben Johnson for Contemporary Display,” in: artdaily.org + Art Knowledge News + London Architecture Diary + All Art News (July 7) 

 And various features in books, TV and film
 WORKS IN PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 

 Boymans-van Beuningen Museum, Rotterdam

 The British Council, London

 The Contemporary Arts Society, London

 De Beers/CSO Collection, London

 Royal Institute of British Architecture, London

 City Art Gallery, Glasgow

 Whitworth Gallery, Manchester

 Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris

 Victoria & Albert Museum, London

 Deutsche Bank

 British Petroleum

 Guildhall Art Gallery, Corporation of London

 Special Administrative Regional Government of Hong Kong, New Convention & Exhibition 

Centre, Hong Kong

 Regional Services Council Museum, Hong Kong

 Museum of London

 The British Museum 

 MILLENNIUM COMMISSION 

Panorama "Jerusalem, The Eternal City" commissioned by The Khalili Family Trust World Tour commenced Royal Academy, London 2000

Commemorative print commissioned by The British Museum Development Trust to celebrate the opening of The Great Court 

 CORPORATE COMMISSIONS 

Elemeta Ltd./ IBM UK Ltd. 

 Department of the Environment

 Renault UK Ltd. 

 Gillette Industries Ltd. 

 British Gas J P Morgan

 Royal Institute of British Architects

 Ove Arup & Partners

 Arup Associates

 Société de Vins de France

 Volvo, Sweden

 Troughton McAslan, Architects

 British Steel

 Stanhope Grays Inn Ltd. 

 Chelsfield Management Services Ltd. 

 Cable & Wireless plc. 

 Hong Kong Telecommunications Ltd. 

 Pearson plc/ HSBC Holdings plc

 HSBC Holdings plc

 JP Morgan

ARTIST’S STATEMENT
“I’m often arrested by an image and, since I was fourteen, I started cutting bits out of papers and putting them in a sketchbook and I’ll often let them stay there for five, ten years even, and I’m flicking through those sketchbooks, those notebooks, until one day I think ‘that was a powerful image, now I must investigate it’. 

 “I’ve become more and more interested in quite violent decay and the more negative aspects – well, it’s not always negative, it’s very positive – of man’s intervention in the built environment, where there is blatant destruction and a desire to abuse the environment which they find… 

 “My paintings I think are quite robust and very thoroughly painted and they’re very strong paintings in that they’re made in a craftsman-like way and they will last for years but what I’m trying to deal with is quite the opposite, it’s something, a frozen moment before a building or a space completely collapses.”
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